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Numeracy Policy

Definition

Numeracy is familiarity with number and the operations with number.  In addition to the appropriate use of the ‘four rules’ (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division), numeracy includes manipulation and presentation of data, the representation of number in diverse forms (e.g. time, length etc.) and the use of ‘shape’ concept, such as angles, symmetry etc., all within a wide range of relevant, everyday contexts.

Rationale

Numeracy is an issue which, to differing degrees, affect everyone in all walks of life.  As such it is a cross curricular issue, and needs to be addressed by all teachers in all subject areas.  This policy exists to ensure a common approach in the application of number across the curriculum.

Aim

· To raise standards of numeracy

· To help pupils with the basic numerical tasks they will encounter in everyday life

· To promote co-ordination and co-operation between the maths department and other departments with regard to timing and level of mathematical content

· To develop a consistent approach to application of number across the curriculum in order to avoid confusion to pupils through the teaching of different mathematical techniques in different subjects or by different teachers

· To encourage pupils to transfer a numerical skill mastered in one subject to another subject

· To develop the use of ICT in the context of numeracy

· To encourage parents to help pupils develop numerical skills

Policy Content

· Where possible, mathematical techniques should be taught by the maths department before being applied in other subject areas

· Pupils should be taught to understand a technique (as far as possible), rather than to use it mechanically

· When the same mathematical skill is used in different subjects, it should be approached in the same way

· The use of correct mathematical vocabulary should be encouraged across the curriculum

· The maths department should be aware of the mathematical needs of other subjects, and should take this into account in their schemes of work as far as possible

· Teachers must be aware of the differences between the application of a numerical technique in their subject and in other subjects, to avoid confusion

· ICT software should be used where it is possible in assisting with the development of numerical skills in any subject area

· Parental involvement should be developed and encouraged where practical and appropriate

· Training and resources must be made available to facilitate these changes

· A ‘IEP’ will be implemented.  This will be reviewed and updated annually by the Special Needs Co ordinator.

